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LIVING BOX COMPETITION:

Self- Sufficient Housing:

This project is an attempt to reuse residual space in areas where the existing housing typology has left gaps in the make up the city block.  These gaps in the urban fabric are normally produced by a lack of maintenance by landlords, demolition by fire or closure by the state. The buildings are left to slumber and the state will demolish them, as an answer to a health issue. In return, by doing this, another problem comes to existence, one in which neighborhoods all over the American cities (ex: Brooklyn, NY) are left with huge amounts of residual space. This space is where the project would  identify its site for this intervention.

The idea then is to bring back into the neighborhood a new housing typology; One that is self-sufficient in energy consumption, has the potential to partially feed itself and is cheap in the long run as an alternative to city leaving. To achieve this, the project proposes recycling shipping containers and turning them into one bedroom apartments that are pre fabricated of site. A steel structure is built on site to which the prefabricated elements get attached to. In the site where a brown stone resided a new 8 unit restudy of the brown stone comes to existence. On the ground floor a storage room for the solar panel batteries , a recycling, composting and storage area  and bicycle parking take over the space. The first to fourth floors have two units each, one facing the street the other the back gardens maximizing in this way exposure. Each unit has a semi private terrace, and is flanked by a vertical hydroponics produce garden, which occupies a volume to one side of the proposed structure. The hydroponics garden will allow the building to have produce production year round helping to the economy of the household. A billboard will be also attached to the structure to create passive income. On top a communal terrace that in the warm months of the year will, together with the semi-private terraces in front of each of the units, allow for more produce and other flora to transform the building into a living structure. On top of the communal terrace solar panels and solar heaters would be placed to allow the building to be as off the grid as required with the potential of being totally energy self-sufficient. Water tanks will recycle shower water to be used in toilets minimizing water waste.  And the composte produced in the ground floor would be used for the terrace gardens. 

In this way bringing back to the neighborhood a new typology in housing that is more ethical in its relationship to the city itself and the environment.
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